


Arizona 
Legislature votes 
to establish the 
state’s first 
medical school in 
Tucson.

Merlin K. “Monte” Duval, 
MD, arrives in Tucson 
with a bold vision and 
the energy and 
determination to build 
Arizona’s first medical 
school from the 
ground up.

The first class of 
medical students 
starts at the 
University of 
Arizona College 
of Medicine.

Arizona 
Respiratory 
Sciences Center 
is established as 
the College’s first 
Center of 
Excellence.

Robert Volz, MD, develops the 
first artificial wrist, which was 
later recognized as one of the 
nation’s 10 most important 
medical advances by the 
American Hospital Association. 

Arizona 
Cancer Center 
is established.

Jack 
Copeland, 
MD, 
performs 
Arizona’s 
first heart 
transplant at 
University 
Hospital.

Students and 
faculty start the 
Commitment to 
Underserved 
People  – CUP –
program, which is 
recognized by 
LCME as one of 
our “institutional 
strengths” in 
2013.



Arizona Center on 
Aging established.

The world’s first 
successful use of a 
total artificial heart 
as a temporary 
bridge to transplant.

Arizona 
Arthritis 
Center 
established. Children’s Research 

Center approved by 
ABOR (renamed the 
Steele Memorial 
Children’s Research 
Center in 1990).

University Heart Center 
established (renamed the 
UA Sarver Heart Center 
in 1998)

Arizona 
Telemedicine 
Program 
established.

Our first dual-degree 
program  – the MD-
PhD program  –
established.

Arizona Emergency 
Medicine Research 
Center established.

Nation’s first 
Program in 
Integrative Medicine 
established.

Valley 
Fever 
Center for 
Excellence 
established.



UA Sarver Heart 
Center Resuscitation 
Research Group begins 
to advocate for chest-
compression-only CPR.

Arizona’s first 
medical 
simulation 
laboratory  –
ASTEC  –
established.

UA VIPER 
Instituted 
established.

Receive full 
eight-year 
accreditation 
from LCME.

Begin a 30-year academic affiliation 
agreement with new clinical partner, 
Banner Health.

Chosen as 
one of four 
centers for 
the NIH
All of UsSM

Research 
Program.



February

• 13 – Founding & Early Faculty Appreciation Dinner

• 14 – Doc Talk: Precision Medicine: Turning sick care into 
health care

• 17 – Solidarity Day

• 21 – Doc Talk: Gut Microbes: The good, the bad, and the ugly

• 23 – Grand Opening of Biomedical Sciences Partnership 
Building & UAHS Anniversary Celebration in Phoenix

• 28 – Take a Deep Breath: Is a cure for asthma on the horizon



March

• 3 – Buffmire Lecture with Nobel-Prize recipient Randy 
Scheckman

• 17 – Match Day 

April

• 18 – James E. Dalen Distinguished Lecture for Health Policy 
with President & CEO of AAMC Dr. Darrell Kirch

• 19 – Arizona Biomedical Discovery Initiative Poster Session & 
Annual Faculty Social

• 28 – Innovations in Education: Medical Education Research 
Day



May

• 11 – Class of 2017 Convocation

• 17 – General Faculty Meeting

June

• TBD – Faculty Committee Member Appreciation Reception

July

• 21 – Class of 2022 White Coat Ceremony



August

• 9 – General Faculty Meeting

• 30 – State of the College Address

September
• 8 – Scholarship Recognition Event

• TBD – Dean’s Distinguished Lecture Series

• TBD – Innovations & Inventions showcase

• TBD – Student Research Forum



October

• 13-14 – Global Health Conference & Reunion 

• 28 – UA Homecoming

• TBD – Buffmire Lecture

• TBD – New Faculty Welcome Reception

November
• 8 – General Faculty Meeting

• 17 – Founders Day Lecture & Special Event


